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AGENDA

Who We Are

• EDOW and Reparations

• Parish History of Race and Racism 
Team

What We’ve Learned

• Our First Stories: Origins of Grace, 
Myths and Truths – Civil War Era

• Today: Montgomery Blair

• In the Future



AMERICAN SONG

Imperfect, in struggle, contested, more
than one voice at a time. Onward, multi –

American song. American psalm.

A single voice raised, then another. We
must tell the truth about our history.

How did we get here and where do we go?

Walk toward freedom. Work toward freedom.
Believe in beloved community.



BECOMING BELOVED COMMUNITY IN
THE DIOCESE OF WASHINGTON

A Long-term 
Commitment to Racial 

Healing, Reconciliation, 
and Justice



BECOMING BELOVED COMMUNITY: 
WHERE ARE WE GOING?

Telling the 
Truth

Focus: What is the truth 
about the role of EDOW in 
slavery?

Phase 1: Researching Our History

Proclaiming 
the Dream

Focus:  How can EDOW 
publicly acknowledge things 
done and left undone? 

Phase 2: Sharing the Findings
 and Recommendations

Practicing the 
Way of Love

Focus: What practices and 
learning would transform 
EDOW in our growth as 
reconcilers, healers, and 
justice-bearers?

Phase 3: Embracing Spiritual 
Practices of Reconciliation 
and Repentance 

Repairing the 
Breach

Focus: What will EDOW do 
to bring about repair, 
restoration, and healing in 
our Diocese?

Phase 4: Developing the 
Policy and Implementing the Plan



MISSION STATEMENT

• To reconsider the history of Grace 
Church by identifying and 
centering the consequences of 
slavery and the contributions of 
black Americans in the story we 
tell ourselves about who we are as 
a parish.



OUR FOCUS FOR 2022-23: FIRST YEARS

• Inspired by the Slavery and King’s Chapel 
report from King’s Chapel, Boston

• Start with the Origins of Grace

• Ending with 1875:  Last Confederate 
Chaplain Tells All

• Focus: Identify African-Americans 
associated with Grace during this time and 
Grace’s entanglements with slavery



OUR THIRD STORY: MONTGOMERY BLAIR AND 
GRACE CHURCH?



OUR THIRD STORY: MONTGOMERY BLAIR AND 
GRACE CHURCH

• Briefly…

• The Blair Dynasty

• Dred Scott decision (1857)

• Lincoln’s Cabinet and the Civil War

• Focus…

• Blair’s role at Grace and the Diocese of 
Maryland

• Understanding the man

Where are African Americans in our 
history?



THE BLAIR DYNASTY

• Francis P. Blair: “Kitchen Cabinet”

• Oldest son, Montgomery Blair: 
Lincoln’s Cabinet

• Youngest son, Francis “Frank” Blair: 
Senator, Congressman, Union Major 
General

• Daughter: Elizabeth Blair Lee (married 
into the Lee family of Virginia)



DRED SCOTT V. SANDFORD (1857)

• Attorneys: Montgomery Blair and George 
Curtis

• Dred and Harriet Scott sued for freedom in 
1846

• Blair argued: As Scott’s master had taken 
him into a free state, Scott was free. 

• Decision (7-2):
• Enslaved people were not citizens

• Congress could not ban slavery in a federal 
territory

• “Worst decision ever rendered by the 
Supreme Court”



LINCOLN’S 
CABINET

• Stanton (War)

• Chase (Treasury)

• Lincoln

• Welles (Navy)

• Seward (State)

• Smith (Interior)

• Blair (Postmaster)

• Bates (AG)



POSTMASTER GENERAL

Innovations:

• Free mail delivery in cities

• First money order system

• Railway mail system

“Blair, though a good Postmaster 
General, is the meanest man in the 
whole government.” 



BLAIR IN THE CABINET

“… the most conservative 
member of the Lincoln Cabinet 
on racial issues. “

“In his cold animus there was 
not a trace of the abolitionist 
spirit.… His racist convictions 
were as strong as his Unionists 
convictions, and these were 
strong indeed.”



BLAIR’S VIEWS AND INFLUENCE ON LINCOLN

• Pro-union and anti-secession

• Emancipated compensation:
Reparations for enslavers

• Colonization: Relocate freed 
black people

• Leniency in Reconstruction: 
Punish leaders, not Southern 
states



COLONIZATION IN OUR CHURCH HISTORY

“… best solution to the 
problem of the 
American Negro…. 
Montgomery Blair took 
an active part in 
[colonization]. “ 

(1965)



OCT 1863: ROCKVILLE SPEECH

“The Abolition party, whilst, 
pronouncing philippics against slavery, 
seek to make a caste of another color 
by amalgamating the black element with 
the free white labor of our land….

“… they would make the manumission of 
the slaves the means of infusing their 
blood into our whole system by 
blending with it ‘amalgamation, equality, 
and fraternity.’ “



FALLOUT IN 1864

• Silver Spring: Francis P. Blair’s 
estate saved (though Confederate 
soldiers raided the liquor)

• Falkland: Montgomery Blair’s 
estate burned to the ground – 
July 12, 1864

• Asked to Resign from Cabinet: 
September 23,1864





MONTGOMERY BLAIR AND GRACE

• Original communicant

• Vestry member

• Lay reader at Grace and missions

• Delegate to Diocesan Convention

• Delegate to General Convention

• Supported three rectors

• Active to his death in 1883



LAY READER = MINISTER, NOT LECTOR

“a person authorized by a bishop 
to lead certain services of 
worship (or parts of the service), 
to preach and to carry out 
pastoral and teaching functions”



ROLE AS A LAY READER



PRESENTED THE PETITION TO CHANGE OUR NAME



PRAISED BY THE BISHOP



WAS BLAIR AN ENSLAVER?



WEDDING GIFT: MOTHER OF SARAH SOLOMON



SLAVE PETITION FILED BY FRANCIS P. BLAIR, SR.

“Sarah's mother was devised by 
my son M Blair by marriage with 
Caroline Buckner whose father, 
Avis Buckner gave her to him in 
part of marriage. Further said 
Montgomery assigning to me for 
valuable consideration his right 
to said slave whose child while 
my possession gave birth to said 
Sarah.”



MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN ENSLAVED BY 
FOUNDERS OF GRACE CHURCH

• Daniel Bechet

• Harriet Bechet

• Lloyd Beckett

• Alice Brown

• Bazil Brown

• Charles Brown

• Eliza Brown

• Frank Brown

• Margaret Brown

• Maria Brown

• Mary Brown

• James Brown

• Joseph Brown

• Robert Brown

• Samuel Brown

• William Brown

• Daniel Butler 

• Elijah Butler

• Hanson Butler

• Israel Butler

• Teresa Butler

• Lucy Clark

• Eliza Coquire

• Henry Coquire

• David Diggs

• Adolphus Doy

• Basil Doy

• Emma Jan Doy

• John Doy

• Mahlon Doy

• William Doy

• Priscilla Foreman

• Reuben Foreman

• James Gantt

• Phillip Key

• Eliza Moore

• Jasper Poole (Detton)

• Richard Proctor

• James Simms

• Maria Simms

• Sarah Simms

• Hanson Smith

• Henson Smith

• Erasmus Smith

• Jane Toogood

• Jennie Toogood

• Lucy Whitacre

• Moses Whitacre 
(Whitecan)

• Samuel Williams



MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN ENSLAVED BY 
FOUNDERS OF GRACE CHURCH

• Unnamed man, age 63

• Unnamed man, age 60

• Unnamed woman, age 33

• Unnamed woman, age 33

• Unnamed man, age 31

• Unnamed man, age 26

• Unnamed man, age 25

• Unnamed woman, age 24

• Unnamed woman, age 18

• Unnamed woman, age 
unknown

• Unnamed boy, age 17

• Unnamed girl, age 6

• Unnamed boy, age 6

• Unnamed boy, age 3 and a half

• Unnamed girl, age 2 and a half 



WHAT’S NEXT?

This Year

• Rev. James Battle Avirett and 
burial of Confederate 
Soldiers

• Continuing to identify the 
names and stories of 
African-Americans in our 
early history



WHAT’S NEXT?

Next Year

• Oral Histories

• Jump Ahead 100 Years:
1950s-1970s

• Collaborations with Other 
Parishes and Organizations

• Honoring the Enslaved



JOIN US IN OUR JOURNEY

What are your interests?

• Oral history interviews

• Historical research

• Graphic design

Do you know of others who 
might have interest and skills?

Do you have materials at home 
to share?



QUESTIONS?



PARISH HISTORY 
OF RACE AND 
RACISM AT GRACE

• Charlie Bogino

• Karen Johnson

• June Moore

• Kevin VanLowe

• Laura Donnelly-Smith

• Lesley Rogers

• Michelle Kalas

• Susan Schulken
susan.schulken@gmail.com


