
First Sunday of Advent 
A Service of Lessons and Carols 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
November 30, 2025 

10:30 a.m.  
 
 



 

WELCOME TO GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

TO VISITORS 
 

Welcome! We are delighted that you have joined us for worship this morning. You have a vital role to play in our worship! The 
bolded print indicates that all in attendance are invited to join in responding/speaking/praying. You will also notice 
italicized print. The italicized print is called “rubrics.” Rubrics are the ‘stage directions’ of worship; they offer instruction on 
who is speaking, when to stand, sit, kneel and so forth. (Even though the rubrics invite you to stand or kneel, if you need to 
sit, please feel free to do so!) The page numbers in your bulletin are for the music we will sing together: the red or blue book in 
your pew is the Hymnal; the red-and-black book is Lift Every Voice and Sing (LEVAS). 
 
If you are joining us for the first time, please fill out a welcome card, found in your pew and in the narthex, and please put it in 
the basket at the welcome table. This allows us to know you were here! There may even be a welcome gift waiting for you… 
 
Anyone sitting near you will be happy to answer questions about our community here at Grace Episcopal Church. Even 
better, come meet one of the clergy after the service at the back of the church near the exit, or down in the Undercroft (aka the 
basement) during Coffee Hour. Peace and welcome! 

 
 

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH MISSION & VISION 
 
MISSION: Nourishing an inclusive community as we walk with Jesus in love, justice, and faith. 
 
VISION: At Grace Church we… 

●​ are leaders in our community, and champions of racial and social justice 
●​ are a place where we can come as we are, be curious, and find meaningful connection, support, and 

fellowship 
●​ provide worship and ministry opportunities that can engage and inspire everyone who comes here 
●​ provide opportunities to grow our faith through exploration and service  
●​ want to make sure that Grace is here for generations to come 

 
Grace Church Statement of Inclusivity and Anti-racism 
As members of Grace Church and followers of Jesus and His Way of Love, we are called to keep our eyes 
and energies fixed on addressing the root causes of systemic racism and white supremacy in all its forms. 
As a church, we are committed to bravely uncovering, understanding, reckoning with and acting to 
dismantle racism within ourselves, our faith communities, and our localities. (Adapted from the Episcopal 
Diocese of Washington website.) 
 
Land Acknowledgment 
The people of Grace Episcopal Church respectfully acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory of 
the Nacotchtank and Piscataway nations. We honor all Indigenous individuals and communities who 
made–and make–their home here.            
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CHORAL PRELUDE​ Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates          Setting: Mark Schweizer (1956-2019) 
Text:  Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 

 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple, set apart 
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, 

Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
 

Redeemer, come, with us abide; 
Our hearts to Thee we open wide; 

Let us Thy inner presence feel; 
Thy grace and love in us reveal. 

 
O come, Desire of Nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be thyself our King of peace. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING HYMN  ​​ ​ Come, thou long expected Jesus ​ ​ ​ ​       Hymnal 66 
 
A BIDDING PRAYER 
 
The Presider says 
 
Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear 
once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.  
 
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion 
against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us look forward to 
the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise.  
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and 
mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city.  
 
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the 
hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little 
children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.  
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And now, to gather all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us, saying:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of 
the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast 
out of the Garden of Eden 

Genesis 3:1–15 
 

Lector:​ ​ A Reading from the book of Genesis 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the 
woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, 
“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not die, for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a 
delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the 
Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord 
God said to the serpent, 
 

“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you among all animals 
    and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman 
    and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 
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Lector:​ ​ Here Ends the Reading 
 

ANTHEM             ​         ​ ​ Adam lay y-bounden                               Howard Skempton (b.1947) 
                                                                                                            Anonymous English Carol (c.1450) 

Adam lay y-bounden, bounden in a bond,​
 Four thousand winter thought he not too long;​

 And all was for an apple, and apple that he took,​
 As clerkes finden written in their book. 

Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been,​
 Ne had never our lady a been heaven’s Queen.​

 Blessed be the time that apple taken was:​
 Therefore we may singen: Deo Gratias! 

 

THE SECOND LESSON A new covenant is promised which will be 
written in our hearts 

   Jeremiah 31: 31-34  
 

Lector:​ ​ A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah 
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt-- a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the Lord," for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more. 
 

Lector:​ ​ Here Ends the Reading 
 
ANTHEM    ​​ ​ Advent Prose  ​ ​    Text attr. Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 4th Century 

ed. Stephen Cleobury 
 

Pour down, O heavens, from above, 
and let the skies rain down righteousness. 

 
Turn your fierce anger from us, O Lord, 

and remember not our sins for ever. 
Your holy cities have become a desert, 

Zion a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation; 
our holy and beautiful house, 

where our ancestors praised you. 
 

We have sinned and become like one who is unclean; 
we have all withered like a leaf, 

and our iniquities like the wind have swept us away. 
You have hidden your face from us, 
and abandoned us to our iniquities. 
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You are my witnesses, says the Lord, 
and my servant whom I have chosen, 

that you may know me and believe me. 
I myself am the Lord, and none but I can deliver; 

what my hand holds, none can snatch away. 
 

Comfort my people, comfort them; 
my salvation shall not be delayed. 

I have swept your offences away like a cloud; 
fear not, for I will save you. 

I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
your redeemer. 

 

THE THIRD LESSON God reveals his glory to the prophet and calls 
him to be his messenger. 

Isaiah 6: 1-11  

 

Lector:​ ​ A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his 
robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered 
their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said: 

"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory." 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And 
I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet 
my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of 
tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has 
departed and your sin is blotted out." Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" And he said, "Go and say to this people: 

‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; 
keep looking, but do not understand.' 

Make the mind of this people dull, 
and stop their ears, 

and shut their eyes, 
so that they may not look with their eyes, 

and listen with their ears, 
and comprehend with their minds, 

and turn and be healed." 
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Then I said, "How long, O Lord?" And he said: 
"Until cities lie waste 

without inhabitant, 
and houses without people, 

and the land is utterly desolate; 
 

Lector:​ ​ Here ends the Reading. 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
HYMN    ​ ​ ​ ​ Herald, sound the note of judgement  ​ ​             Hymnal 70 
Please be seated. 
 

THE FOURTH LESSON The prophet proclaims that God will come 
and save us 

    Isaiah 35:1–
 

Lector:​ ​ A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
"Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 
He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you." 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
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A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 
but it shall be for God's people; 
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

No lion shall be there, 
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 
Lector:​ ​ Here Ends the Reading. 
 
 
ANTHEM    ​​ ​ How beautiful upon the mountains     ​                      John Stainer (1840-1901) 

                   Text: Isaiah 52:7 
How beautiful upon the mountains  

Are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings,  
That publisheth peace; that publisheth salvation.  

That saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 
 
 

THE FIFTH LESSON God promises that a child shall be conceived 
who will be known as “God with us” 

   Isaiah 7: 10-15 
 

Lector:​ ​ A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 
 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 
But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: "Hear then, O house 
of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good." 
 
Lector:​ ​ Here Ends the Reading. 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
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HYMN    ​ ​ ​ ​ Savior of the nations, come ​ ​ ​             Hymnal 54 
 

Please be seated. 
 

THE SIXTH LESSON The one who is to rule Israel will be born in 
the village of Bethlehem. 

                   Micah 5: 2-4 
 

Lector:​ ​ A Reading from the Prophet Micah 
  
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 

to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

to the ends of the earth. 
 
Lector:​ ​ Here Ends the Reading. 
 
ANTHEM    ​​ ​ O come, divine Messiah     ​            ​             French Carol, 16th cent. 

                   
O come, divine Messiah! 

The world in silence waits the day 
When hope shall sing its triumph, 

And sadness flee away. 
 

Dear Savior haste; 
Come, come to earth, 

Dispel the night and show your face, 
And bid us hail the dawn of grace. 

 
O thou, whom nations sighed for, 

Whom priests and prophets long foretold, 
Wilt break the captive fetters; 

Redeem the long-lost fold. 
 
 
9 

 



 

Shalt come in peace and meekness, 
And lowly will thy cradle be; 

All clothed in human weakness 
We shall your Godhead see. 

 

THE SEVENTH LESSON  
 

The Lord will be among us; we are 
summoned to rejoice and sing. 

             Zephaniah 3: 14-18 
 

Lector:​ ​ A Reading from the Prophet Zephaniah 
 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

O daughter Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 

he has turned away your enemies. 
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 

you shall fear disaster no more. 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; 

do not let your hands grow weak. 
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 

a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 

he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing 

as on a day of festival. 
I will remove disaster from you, 

so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 

Lector:​ ​ Here Ends the Reading. 
 
ANTHEM    ​​ ​ Say to them that are of a fearful heart     ​            Everett Titcombe  (1884-1968) 

          Text: Isaiah 35:4 
Say to them that are of a fearful heart 

Behold your God will come and save you.  
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THE EIGHTH LESSON God promises a new heaven and  
a new earth. 

Isaiah 65: 17-25 
 

Lector:​ ​ A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 
 
For I am about to create new heavens 

and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered 

or come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice forever 

in what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 

and its people as a delight. 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 

and delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 

or the cry of distress. 
No more shall there be in it 

an infant that lives but a few days, 
or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 

for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 

They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 

They shall not build and another inhabit; 
they shall not plant and another eat; 

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 

They shall not labor in vain, 
or bear children for calamity; 

for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord-- 
and their descendants as well. 

Before they call I will answer, 
while they are yet speaking I will hear. 

The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
but the serpent-- its food shall be dust! 

They shall not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. 

 
Lector:​ ​ Here Ends the Reading. 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
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HYMN    ​ ​ ​ ​ O day of peace that dimly shines ​ ​ ​             Hymnal 597 
 
Please be seated. 

THE NINTH LESSON The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary 
that she will bear the Son of the Most High 

Luke 1:26–38 

 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke.  
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Lector:​ ​ Here Ends the Reading 
 
ANTHEM                                  ​ ​ The Angel Gabriel         ​ ​           ​ Tune: Gabriel’s Message               

    Text: Basque carol, para. Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924) 
                                                                                            Setting: Malcolm Archer (b.1952) 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,​
 His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;​

 "All hail," said he, "thou lowly maiden Mary,​
 Most highly favored lady," Gloria! 

"For now a blessed Mother thou shalt be,​
 All generations laud and honor thee,​

 Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,​
 Most highly favored lady," Gloria! 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,​
 "To me be as it pleaseth God," she said,​

 "My soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name."​
 Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 

 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born​
 In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,​

 And Christian folk throughout the world will ever 
say, "Most highly favored lady," Gloria! 
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OFFERING   
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
Presider​ ​ The Lord be with you 
People​ ​ And also with you 
Presider​ ​ Let us Pray 
 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the 
life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN    ​ ​ Once he came in blessing  ​ ​ ​                            Hymnal 53 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Presider​ ​ Let us bless the Lord 
People​ ​ Thanks be to God.  
 

Those wishing to receive communion from the reserve sacrament may remain in their seats following the dismissal. 
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RITE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION  
FROM THE RESERVED SACRAMENT  

 
Presider​ ​ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
COLLECT 
 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of .Jesus Christ our Lord, who in 
these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Bread and wine are distributed at the base of the chancel steps. Gluten-free 
wafers are available upon request. Should you wish to participate but not take Communion, you are invited to come forward for 
a blessing. Simply cross your arms over your chest as you approach the clergy to indicate that you desire a blessing. If you are 
unable to come forward to receive communion, please raise a hand, and a clergy member will bring Holy Communion to you. 
Please join us for the feast!  
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
 
Gracious Father, we give you praise and thanks for this Holy Communion of the Body and Blood of 
your beloved Son Jesus Christ, the pledge of our redemption; and we pray that it may bring us 
forgiveness of our sins, strength in our weakness, and everlasting salvation; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Presider​ ​ Let us bless the Lord. 
People​ ​ Thanks be to God.  

                                                                          
 
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God. 
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Permission to reprint music obtained from The Rite Song, License #R15G-02967-2545 and St. James Music Press, 
ID#21268. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # A - 
400353 and St. James Music Press, ID#21268. 

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates. © 2010 by St. James Music Press. Adam Lay Ybounden.  Copyright 2001 by 
Oxford University Press.  The Advent Prose.  Copyright 2000 by Oxford University Press. Herald, sound the note of 
judgment.  Words:  By permission of Margaret Waters.  Music:  Copyright 1983 by Robert J. Powell.  O day of peace that 
dimly shines. Text: © 1982, Hope Publishing Company. The Angel Gabriel.  Copyright 1961 by B. Feldman & Co., Ltd., 
trading as H. Freeman & Co.   

 

Participating in this service: 

The Grace Church Chancel Choir and Treble Choir 

Jim Leathers & Miriam Delfino; vocal soloists 

 

Lectors: 

Erin, Genevieve, and Penelope Bone Steele  

John Blakeslee 

David Kitzmiller 

Ariana Sutton-Grier 

Charlie Forshey 

Terri Price Musto 

D’Oniece Shaw Dillard 

Josh Gehres 

Cheryl Peterson 
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                                                                            ANNOUNCEMENTS 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
As our Annual Pledge Campaign continues, we invite all who have not yet made a financial pledge for 2026 to 
do so as soon as possible.  Like most churches, more than 50% of our total revenue comes from congregational 
pledging, and every single pledge counts.  We invite you to prayerfully consider your financial support of Grace for 
the coming year, including increasing your pledge, if this is possible for you at this time, knowing that many in our 
parish family are facing economic and job insecurity.  Sharing your plans with us, even if it's to let us know you don’t 
yet have them, is useful as we prepare the 2026 operating budget.   If you are ready to submit your pledge, open the 
QR code, or bring your completed pledge form to any service on Sunday. 

Part of the pledge form this year poses the question, “What Happens When You Give to Grace?” and here are  
just a few of the responses: 
 

~  The Body of Christ manifests itself through the worship and actions of Grace Church. 
~  Grace is a community with a strong outreach program on many levels. 
~  It enables us to hear glorious music and thought-provoking sermons 
~  We are blessed with God’s comfort and the company here on earth. 
~ When I give to Grace, I’m supporting those who were laid off from the federal government and    

positions related to DEI work because of the present administration’s targeted budget cuts.        
  

What will happen when YOU give to Grace? 

Bible Study: Love in the Old, Wrath in the New: Flipping our ideas about the Old and New Testaments  
In Christian circles, it is common to think of the Old Testament as featuring a "God of Wrath" and the New 
Testament introducing a "God of Love." We will challenge these misconceptions, telling the story of the Hebrew 
Bible with God's love at the core and wrestling with some of the hardest and seemingly love-less passages in the 
New Testament. Classes meet on Wednesdays, at 7:30 pm in the Chimer Room (Elevator, top floor) and 
over Zoom. All are welcome! (Mid-week Eucharist starts at 6:30 pm.) 
NOTE: Eucharist and Bible Study will NOT be held November 26; they will resume December 3. 
 
Mark Your Calendar – The Grace Christmas Bazaar is Coming December 6, 10 am - 2 pm! 
Join us as we celebrate the season with fellowship, food, crafts, and community — all while raising funds 
to support Grace’s ministry programs. Come to shop, eat, and connect at one of our favorite annual events! 
Volunteer Sign-Up Available!​
Do you have a few hours on or around Saturday, December 6th? We’re looking for volunteers to help staff the Bazaar. 
Use the QR code or the sign-up sheet in the Undercroft to let us know when and where you can help. There are 
opportunities for everyone — from baking at home to helping with set-up, clean-up, or greeting guests. 
The Christmas Elves invite everyone to find big and small ways to contribute. Your time, energy, and good cheer 
make the Bazaar a joyful success each year! 

 
Let’s make this year’s Bazaar our best yet — thank you for sharing your time and gifts! 
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It Starts with Us: Walking the Path to Racial Reconciliation and Justice 
Next Roundtable December 14 at 9:30 am, Auburn School/Parish Hall 
~Wade in the Water Ministry for Racial Justice invites you to journey with us as we explore what it truly means to 
walk the path of reconciliation and justice—together. 
 
~Following a rich and informative group dialogue in October, we’re excited to continue our program year with 
Grace Dialogues: A Four-Part Roundtable Series on Faith, Racism, and Reparations. Last spring, Grace Church took 
a powerful step forward with our Service Towards Repentance. In the months since, your voices have made it clear: 
we want—and need—a space to talk honestly, faithfully, and openly about reparations. 
 
~Join us on December 14 at 9:30 am for our second Grace Dialogue: Repent and Repair We will further 
explore - what do reparations mean in a church context? What do we believe we are called to do? How does our 
church's history, both locally and within our denomination, inform our commitment to reparations? What biblical 
principles guide our feelings about this commitment? Is reparations only about the past? What needs to be repaired 
in the present? 
 
~Join us for a courageous and compassionate conversation—a chance to listen, to share, and to imagine new 
possibilities for Grace and beyond. Whether you have questions, stories, concerns, or hopes, your presence matters 
and your voice is welcome. 
 
~Let’s keep the conversation going. Let’s walk this path together. Grab a cup of coffee and a seat at the 
table- Join us for Grace Dialogues: A Four-Part Roundtable Series on Faith, Racism, and Reparations. 
Come once or come to all. All are welcome. 
 
~Also - Save these dates - Upcoming Roundtable Dialogues! 
February 15:  Repent and Repair Part II 
April 19: Next Faithful Steps 

  
Altar Flower Dedications - Requests for altar flower dedications should be directed to Fern Johnson-Clarke: 
fernmjohnson@hotmail.com.  The cost of flowers starts at $50.  
 
 

So much going on at Grace Church, use the QR code and go  
to our webpage for sign ups, donations, or RSVP. 

 

 
 

You can also go straight to our website at www.graceepiscopalchurch.org and  
click the sign-up and RSVP button on the homepage. 

                                                

17 
 

http://www.graceepiscopalchurch.org


 

                                                          A Grace-Full Fall 

                                      Add some Grace to your calendar this fall! 

December 1 – Tai Chi/Qigong class at 6:30 pm in the Undercroft  
December 2 – Bible Study at 7:30 pm in the Chimer Room and on Zoom 
December 3 – Mid-Week Eucharist at 6:30 pm in the Chapel 
December 6 – Christmas Bazaar 10 am - 2 pm in the Undercroft 
 

                   Event and class details can be found in the bulletin announcements! 

                                          
                                                                     UPCOMING FORMATION 
 

Sunday Forum Schedule - 9:30 am - 10:25 am in the Undercroft 
~December 7 – Rice and Beans 
~December 14 – Grace Dialogues Session II: Repent & Repair Part I (Auburn School/Parish Hall) 
 

    Sunday School Schedule - Sunday School meets each week in the chapel at 9:30 am. 
                                           
                                      
 
 
                                  ADVENT & CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

 
                        Saturday, December 6 – Christmas Bazaar 10 am - 2 pm 
                    Sunday, December 7 – Visit from St. Nicholas 9 am & 10:30 am 
                 Sunday, December 14 – Strolling Seniors Dance Party Noon - 2 pm 
                          Sunday, December 21 – Blue Christmas Service 5 pm 
                  Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Pageant with Eucharist 3 pm 
               Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Service with Eucharist 5 pm 
             Wednesday, December 24 – Choral Prelude 7:30 pm, Festival Eucharist 8 pm 
                                  Thursday, December 25 – Holy Eucharist 10 am 
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          GRACE CHURCH PRAYER LIST 
  
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
                                             

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
 

RECENTLY ADDED OR IMMEDIATE NEED 
 

Federal Employees & Contractors and those in Federally Funded Employment, 
 Those threatened by deportation, Members of the LGBTQ+ community 

 
CONTINUED SUPPORT 

 
 Roderick Harrison, Louise and Michael Clark, Kennita Collard, Maria Jenkins, Susan Maloney,  

David Max-Johnson, Marc Biagas, Brigitte Johnson, Rebecca Morgan, Sandra Friedman,  
Will Turner, Lola Crawford, Barry Jackson, Marlene McKetty Ekuban, Alfred Ekuban,  

Asher and the Bravo-Jones family, Kala and Thomas Fowler, Mary Knapp,  
Andrea Twitty, Steve Thompson, Jamie Ferrugia,  

Kathleen Corbett, Eileen Parker, Traci Thompson 
 
 

FRIENDS OF GRACE 
 

Olivia Engler, Georgean and Don Vorwek, Nicki Williams, Woudnesh Ewhetu, Betsy Burton,  
Laneisha Williams, Hayden McCain, John Buckley, Eva Leach, Sy Jones, Myrtle Gordon, Joel Ifraimoff, 
Carol McKetty-Frank, May Collard, Janet Foster Britt, Vernon Conton, Kent Stamps, Vonzela Vaughn, 

Joannie Adair, the Long family, Edmund Kent Friedman, Alice Mayiio, 
Linda Stratman, David Zinger,  Josh Holtgrewe, Christy Beling, Therese Dabady, Reginald Brown,  

Innocent d’Almeida,  Naabia Ofosu-Amaah, David and Helen Gehrenbeck, Colleen Dermody,  
Justin Black, Dick Haffner, Gretchen Hershberger, Reuben Varghese, Kim Sizemore,  

Joan Samworth, Jim & Karen Foust, Fernando Montoya,  
Cynthia Rabb Morgenthaler, Deirdre Martel, Ben Hayes 

 ​ ​ ​                               PASTORAL CARE 

To share news or request pastoral support, please call the parish office (301-585-3515). After office hours, 
the church voicemail system will prompt you to leave your message for the clergy. To add a name to the 
prayer list, please email communications@graceepiscopalchurch.org.  
 

Throughout the week, the clergy and Grace Church chapter of the Daughters of the King pray for the 
people listed on our prayer list. The Daughters of the King also pray daily for those who submit prayer 
requests. Prayer requests may be dropped in the designated box in the Chapel, or sent via email to our 
private, confidential email address: dok@graceepiscopalchurch.org. 
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SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
 

PRESIDER 
The Rev. Aaron R. Dunn 

 
ASSISTING 

                                                               The Rev. Sarah D. Odderstol 
                                                                    The Rev. Yaa Addison 
 

MINISTER OF MUSIC 
Heather Adelsberger, Director of Music Ministries 

The Grace Church Chancel and Treble Choirs 
 
 

 USHERS 
Jon Parks 

      Paul Brown 
Kevin Van Lowe 

Christopher Forney 

        ALTAR GUILD 
          Dawn Patti 
        Tracey Henley 
       Stephanie Gray 
      Howard Sprague 

 
 

      

​ FLOWER GUILD 
Fern Johnson-Clarke, Phyllis MacFarlane, Markie Blake, Jenna Patterson 

 

CLERGY & STAFF 
 

The Rev. Sarah D. Odderstol, Rector ​ ​ pastorsarah@graceepiscopalchurch.org 
The Rev. Yaa Addison, Associate Rector​ ​ yaa@graceepiscopalchurch.org 
The Rev. Aaron R. Dunn, Associate Rector​                                 aaron@graceepiscopalchurch.org 
Heather Adelsberger, Director of Music Ministries​ ​ hadelsberger@graceepiscopalchurch.org  
Jennifer Danish, Head of School, Grace Episcopal Day School​ ​ jdanish@geds.org            
D’Oniece Dillard Parish Admin./Director of Communications         communications@graceepiscopalchurch.org 
Justin Harrison, Choral Assistant ​                                                   justin@graceepiscopalchurch.org 

 
 

WARDENS & VESTRY 
 Paul Purnell, Senior Warden​ ​ ​ srwarden@graceepiscopalchurch.org 
 Laura Parks, Junior Warden​ ​ ​ jrwarden@graceepiscopalchurch.org 

 
 

         Class of 2026 
  Uchenna Alexander 

   Emma Bate 
         William Turner 

 

Class of 2027 
Ross Frischmuth  

Lori Perine 
Cheryl Peterson 

    Class of 2028 
    Craig Morash  

    Cherisse Robles 
    James Rogers 
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	Mark Your Calendar – The Grace Christmas Bazaar is Coming December 6, 10 am - 2 pm! 
	Join us as we celebrate the season with fellowship, food, crafts, and community — all while raising funds to support Grace’s ministry programs. Come to shop, eat, and connect at one of our favorite annual events! 
	Volunteer Sign-Up Available!​Do you have a few hours on or around Saturday, December 6th? We’re looking for volunteers to help staff the Bazaar. Use the QR code or the sign-up sheet in the Undercroft to let us know when and where you can help. There are opportunities for everyone — from baking at home to helping with set-up, clean-up, or greeting guests. 
	The Christmas Elves invite everyone to find big and small ways to contribute. Your time, energy, and good cheer make the Bazaar a joyful success each year! 

