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WELCOME TO GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

TO VISITORS 
 

Welcome! We are delighted that you have joined us for worship this morning. You have a vital role to play in our worship! The 
bolded print indicates that all in attendance are invited to join in responding/speaking/praying. You will also notice 
italicized print. The italicized print is called “rubrics.” Rubrics are the ‘stage directions’ of worship; they offer instruction on 
who is speaking, when to stand, sit, kneel and so forth. (Even though the rubrics invite you to stand or kneel, if you need to 
sit, please feel free to do so!) The page numbers in your bulletin are for the music we will sing together: the red or blue book in 
your pew is the Hymnal; the red-and-black book is Lift Every Voice and Sing (LEVAS). 
 
If you are joining us for the first time, please fill out a welcome card, found in your pew and in the narthex, and please put it in 
the basket at the welcome table. This allows us to know you were here! There may even be a welcome gift waiting for you… 
 
Anyone sitting near you will be happy to answer questions about our community here at Grace Episcopal Church. Even 
better, come meet one of the clergy after the service at the back of the church near the exit, or down in the Undercroft (aka the 
basement) during Coffee Hour. Peace and welcome! 
 

 
GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH MISSION & VISION 

 
MISSION: Nourishing an inclusive community as we walk with Jesus in love, justice, and faith. 
 
VISION: At Grace Church we… 

●​ are leaders in our community, and champions of racial and social justice 
●​ are a place where we can come as we are, be curious, and find meaningful connection, support, and 

fellowship 
●​ provide worship and ministry opportunities that can engage and inspire everyone who comes here 
●​ provide opportunities to grow our faith through exploration and service  
●​ want to make sure that Grace is here for generations to come 

 
Grace Church Statement of Inclusivity and Anti-racism 
As members of Grace Church and followers of Jesus and His Way of Love, we are called to keep our eyes 
and energies fixed on addressing the root causes of systemic racism and white supremacy in all its forms. As 
a church, we are committed to bravely uncovering, understanding, reckoning with and acting to dismantle 
racism within ourselves, our faith communities, and our localities. (Adapted from the Episcopal Diocese of 
Washington website.) 
 
Land Acknowledgment 
The people of Grace Episcopal Church respectfully acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory of 
the Nacotchtank and Piscataway nations. We honor all Indigenous individuals and communities who 
made–and make–their home here.            
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PRELUDE                            Lotus​ ​ ​ ​                                          Billy Strayhorn (1915-1967)​             
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN​ What does the Lord require​             ​ ​                              Hymnal 605 

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

 Presider​ ​ Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People       ​ And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever.  Amen. 
  

COLLECT FOR PURITY     
  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse  
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and  
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GLORIA                                    Intercession Mass   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                     LEVAS 241​
​ ​ ​                                                                                                                        ​     
THE COLLECT 
  

Presider​ ​ The Lord be with you. 
People​ ​ And also with you. 
Presider​  ​ Let us pray. 
  

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of 
your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
(Please be seated for the lessons.) 

THE FIRST LESSON  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                                                             Micah 6:1-8 
 

Lector ​ ​ A Reading from the Prophet Micah. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Hear what the LORD says:​
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,​
and let the hills hear your voice. 

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,​
and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

for the LORD has a controversy with his people,​
and he will contend with Israel. 

 
“O my people, what have I done to you?​

In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,​

and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses,​

Aaron, and Miriam. 
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,​

what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,​

that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
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“With what shall I come before the LORD,​
and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings,​
with calves a year old? 

Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,​
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,​
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;​
and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness,​
and to walk humbly with your God? 

 
 

Lector​ ​ The word of the Lord. 
People ​​ Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 15​ ​      ​ ​                   ​ ​ ​ ​                            Domine, quis habitabit? 
 

1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *​
who may abide upon your holy hill? 

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *​
who speaks the truth from his heart. 

3 There is no guile upon his tongue;​
he does no evil to his friend; *​
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *​
but he honors those who fear the LORD. 

5 He has sworn to do no wrong *​
and does not take back his word. 

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, *​
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

7 Whoever does these things *​
shall never be overthrown. 

 

THE SECOND LESSON​ ​ ​                                                                           1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 

Lector​  ​ A Reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,​
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but 
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to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, 
to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your 
life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in 
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Lector​ ​ The word of the Lord. 
People ​​ Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able, and remain standing through the Gospel. 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN                   Beati​ ​ ​                                                                      WLP 828 
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THE GOSPEL                                                                                                                               Matthew 4:12-23 
 
Gospeller​ The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People ​ ​ Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
    
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he 
began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.​
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.​
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.​
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.​
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.​
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.​
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.​
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.​
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you." 

Gospeller​​ The Gospel of our Savior.  
People​ ​ Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON                                                                                                               The Rev. Aaron R. Dunn 
Please stand, as you are able.   
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      
 

Intercessor​ As God's beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human community,  
                        and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

A brief silence. 
God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do justice, love kindness, live 
humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries. 
Merciful God, 

People​ Receive our prayer. 
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Intercessor​ God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the health of old  
                        growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity of life on earth. Merciful God, 
People​ Receive our prayer. 
Intercessor​ God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and respect human rights. 

Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and social justice activists who  
            are reviled for speaking truth. Merciful God, 

People​ Receive our prayer. 
Intercessor​ God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, poverty, or war. Reunite 

separated families and bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any way 
especially Eva, Federal Employees & Contractors and those in Federally Funded Employment, those 
threatened by deportation, members of the LGBTQ+ community, and all those on the Grace  

                        Prayer List. Merciful God, 
People​ Receive our prayer. 
Intercessor​ God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for parents,  

grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and   
                        care for others. Merciful God, 
People​ Receive our prayer. 
Intercessor​ God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed humbly with you.  
                        Merciful God,  
People​ Receive our prayer. 
Intercessor​ Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we  
                        pray to God's loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.  
All​ Amen.  
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Presider        ​ Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All              ​ Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Presider      ​ Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. 

People​ ​ Amen.  
 
THE PEACE      
 

Celebrant​ The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People​ ​ And also with you. 
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THE RECOGNITION OF CONFIRMANDS 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 

Please place your offering in the baskets as the Ushers arrive at your pew,  
or Text to Give: text GIVGRACESILVERSPRING to 73256 and follow the prompts. 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                Total Praise​ ​ ​                        Richard Smallwood(1948-2025) 
                                                                                                                                                      arr. Carol Cymbala             
                                                                                                                     ​ ​ ​ ​                                      
Please stand, as you are able.   
 

HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION   Praise God from whom all blessings flow                                           LEVAS 56   
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING     
​ ​

 
 

The Presider continues, 
 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal 
Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed 
the sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.  
 
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning  
stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy: 
  

 
SANCTUS ​ ​                          Mass for a Soulful People​​ ​                    ​                  LEVAS 255​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​                                                        ​ ​  
The Presider continues, 
 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to yourself, as a  
light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave 
Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant 
offering.  
 
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you,  
and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 
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We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he  
broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance  
of me.”  
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of you:  
this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this  
for the remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for  
Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made,  
we acclaim you, O Christ: 
 
Presider and People  
Dying, you destroyed our death.  
Rising, you restored our life.  
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 
The Presider continues, 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and  
Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. 
 
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all your people  
into the joy of our true eternal home. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our  
God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 
 
Presider and People 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Presider  ​ And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it  
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
trespass against us.   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
 

Presider​ ​ Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;​  
People​ ​ Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
    
AGNUS DEI​   Eucharist of the Soul​ ​ ​ ​                                                                  LEVAS 269​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​            
Presider       The gifts of God for the people of God. 
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HOLY COMMUNION  
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Bread and wine are distributed at the base of the chancel steps. Gluten-free wafers are  
available upon request. Should you wish to participate but not take Communion, you are invited to come forward for a blessing. Simply  
cross your arms over your chest as you approach the clergy to indicate that you desire a blessing. If you are unable to come forward to  
receive communion, please let an usher know, and a clergy member will bring Holy Communion to you. Please join us for the feast!  
 
COMMUNION VOLUNTARY     Peace Piece​ ​ ​ ​ ​                      Bill Evans (1958)   
 
COMMUNION ANTHEM           Come Down, Angels                                   arr. Undine Smith Moore (1904-1989) 

                                                                                                    
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Presider  ​ Let us pray. 
  

Presider and People 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior  
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us  
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness  
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN    Lift ev’ry voice and sing                                                                                                 LEVAS 1  
  In order to honor Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing as a National Anthem, the altar party will remain in place until after the dismissal.  
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Presider​ Go in peace to love and serve our Savior Jesus Christ. 
People​ Thanks be to God.   
 

POSTLUDE             Toccata on “Great Day”                     ​                                        Adolphus Hailstork (b.1941) 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Joshua Bou-Saba on his 
2nd birthday, beloved son of Rachel and Nasri Bou-Saba and brother of Genevieve Bou-Saba. 

Prayers of the People are used by permission from Sundays and Seasons published by Augsburg Fortress Press. 

Permission to reprint music obtained from The Rite Song, License #R15G-02967-2545 and St. James Music Press, 
ID#21268. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # A - 
400353 and St. James Music Press, ID#21268. 

Lotus. © 1987 by Roger Dean Publishing Co.  What does the Lord require. Tune: © 1969 by Hope Publishing 
Company. Text: Micah 6:6-8; para. by Bayly, © 1988, Oxford University Press.  Beati. © 1978, Les Presses de Taizé, 
GIA Publications, Inc., agent.  Total Praise. © 1996 by Zomba Songs, Inc. and T. Autumn Music.  Come Down, Angels. 
© 1978 by Undine Smith Moore.  Toccata on "Great Day". © 1999 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of 
MorningStar Music Publishers. 

Gloria from Intercession Mass. Tune: © 1979, GIA Publications, Inc.  Holy, holy from Mass for a Soulful People. © 1979, 
North American Liturgy Services.  Lamb of God from Eucharist of the Soul. © 1972, Kjos Music. 
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  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
~Strategic Planning Session, today at 12 noon in the Undercroft. We recently shared with you the exciting 
news that we have initiated a strategic planning process here at Grace Church – a journey of discernment to listen 
for and heed God’s call to Grace. Our beautiful Grace campus is showing its age, our Grace community is growing, 
and the needs of the neighborhood around us are shifting. We need a plan so we can rise to embrace God’s big 
plans for us! Through this process we will dream together about our vision of an “Ideal Grace” and set some 
Strategic Goals for the next three years to help us achieve that ideal. You are invited to join our Team Facilitator,  
Dr. Rob Sheehan, for an in-person conversation to dream big about an “ideal Grace”. 
 
~The Serviceberry book study continues this Wednesday.  If you have resolved to do any of the following: 
read more; explore your faith; care for creation; get more involved at church, have we got a deal for you! At 7:30 
pm, in the Chimer Room and on Zoom (following the Wednesday Eucharist) we’ll continue our conversation on 
Robin Wall Kimmerer’s book The Serviceberry: Abundance and Reciprocity in the Natural World. It explores 
creation using the serviceberry plant as a metaphor for Indigenous wisdom, gift economies, and a reciprocal 
relationship with nature.. Scan the QR code for the syllabus and join us! 

 
~Grace Men’s Group is hosting a Pasta Dinner on Saturday, March 7, in the Undercroft. First seating at  
5:00 pm to accommodate families, with a second, adults only, seating at 7:15 pm. All proceeds will benefit the  
Youth Group Mission Trip. Tickets ($40 Family, $7 Child, and $15 Adults) will be on sale between services for four 
Sundays, beginning Sunday, February 8 through Sunday, March 1. Limited childcare (children 5 and under) will be 
available for the 7:15 p.m. seating. Questions about the dinner? Contact Gerry Joria at gjoria@yahoo.com. 
Questions about the Men’s Group? Contact James Rogers at jamesbaritone@gmail.com. 
 
~Volunteer with Grace at Shepherd's Table The Grace Saturday Brunch service at Shepherd’s Table is the 4th 
Saturday of each month! If you’re not familiar with this meaningful volunteer opportunity, we gather as a group at 
Shepherd’s Table in downtown Silver Spring to serve a hot meal to our unhoused neighbors. This takes place once a 
month on Saturday from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. We warmly invite more members of Grace to join us—whether for a 
single Saturday or on a regular basis. You may sign up for the brunch on February 28. To participate, please sign up 
at least one week in advance via https://vhub.at/graceepiscopal. You can also create a volunteer account through 
the link. For more information, feel free to contact Grace parishioners Zaida or Kecia at: 
shepherdstable-grace@googlegroups.com 
 
~Altar Flower Dedications - Requests for altar flowers dedication should be directed to Fern Johnson-Clarke: 
fernclarke994@gmail.com.  The cost of flowers starts at $50.                                                                                                  

                                                                                                
                                                 Add some Grace to your calendar! 

 
~February 1 – Harlem: The Poetry of Langston Hughes, 3:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
~February 2 – Tai Chi/Qigong class, 6:30 in the Undercroft 
~February 4 – Mid-Week Eucharist, 6:30 pm in the Chapel 
~February 4 – Book Study: The Serviceberry, 7:30 pm in the Chimer Room/on Zoom 
~February 8 – Annual Meeting after the 10:00 service, in the Undercroft 
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So much going on at Grace Church, use the QR code and go  
to our webpage for sign ups, donations, or RSVP. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

You can also go straight to our website at www.graceepiscopalchurch.org and  
click the sign-up and RSVP button on the homepage.                                                   

 
UPCOMING FORMATION 

 
Sunday Forum Schedule - 9:30 am - 10:25 am in the Undercroft 

   ~February 8 - No Forum: Services at 7:45 and 10:00. Lunch and Annual Meeting after the second service 
   ~February 15 - Wade in the Water Session III: Repent and Repair Part II   

 
   Sunday School Schedule - Sunday School meets each week in the chapel at 9:30 am.                                          
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Celebrate Black History! 
The Rt. Reverend Michael Bruce Curry was the Presiding 
Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church from 2015 to 
2024. He was the 27th Bishop, and the first African American 
to serve in this role.  
 
Rt. Rev. Curry was born in Chicago, Illinois and shared in his 
personal autobiography (Songs my Grandma Sang) that he is a 
descendant from enslaved people and sharecroppers, who migrated 
north to cities in search of better opportunities and to escape Jim 
Crow segregation. Bishop Curry moved to New York with his family 
when he was young and grew up in Buffalo, New York. Prior to being elected to the position of 
Presiding Bishop and Primate, he served in various parish ministries in North Carolina, Ohio and 
Maryland and was active in issues of social justice and reconciliation, immigration policy and 
marriage equality; issues he also prioritized as Presiding Bishop and Primate. He made racial 
reconciliation a priority for the Episcopal church and continues to believe that love is a way to bring 
about change.  

Extend Learning in Black History!  
Pick a book about Black History or a book by a Black author to read during the month of February! 
 

Suggestions for Children:  Suggestions for Teenagers:  Suggestions for Adults: 

● Moses: When Harriet 
Tubman Led Her People 

to Freedom -  
Sarah H. Bradford 

● The Youngest Marcher -   
Cynthia Levinson  

● Follow the Drinking Gourd - 
Jeanette Winter  

● This Jazz Man -  
Karen Ehrhardt  
● Tar Beach - Faith  

Ringgold 
●​ There Was a Party for 

Langston -  Jason 
Reynolds. 

● What Color is My World 
- Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 

and  
           Raymond Obstfeld 

● Dear Martin  
   - Nic Stone  
● Claudette Colvin:  

Twice Toward Justice  
- Phillip Hoose  

● Double Victory  
-Cheryl Mullenbach  

● The Hate You Give  
-Angie Thomas  

● March (I, II, III)  
    - John Lewis  
● Kindred: A Graphic  

Novel Adaptation  
-Damian Duffy  

● Warriors Don’t Cry   
-Melba Beals  

● X: A Novel -  
Ilyasah Shabazz 

● The New Jim Crow -  
Michelle Alexander  

● Between the Word and Me - 
Ta-Nehisi Coates  

● The Immortal Life of  
Henrietta Lacks -  
Rebecca Skloot  

● Black in Blues: How A 
Color Tells the Story of 
My People - Imani Perry 

● So You Want to Talk 
About Race - 
Ijeoma Oluo  

● White Kids - 
 Margaret Hagerman  

● Stamped from the Beginning 
- Ibram X. Kendi 
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                  NOTIFICATION OF GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH SILVER SPRING  
                                                 OFFICER’S CANDIDATE SLATE – 

TO BE VOTED UPON AT THE FEBRUARY 8, 2026 ANNUAL MEETING 
 
Dear Grace Church Family, 
 
The Grace Church Vestry is pleased to announce its approval of the following nominees for positions of 
responsibility, to be voted upon at the February 8, 2026 Annual Meeting. The nominees are – 
 
For Vestry: 
1.       Emma Bate 
2.       Karen Brown 
3.       Greg Kurtz 
 
Vestry members are elected to serve three-year terms. 
 
Junior Warden: 

●​ Laura Parks (elected for a two-year term) 
 

For Diocesan Delegate (To serve at the 2027 Washington Episcopal Diocesan Convention): 
1.       Gail Epps-Rowe (Vestry-appointed nominee) 
2.       Matt Lloyd 
3.       Jon Parks 
 
For Alternate Diocesan Delegate (To serve at the 2027 Washington Episcopal Diocesan Convention, if an 
alternate is required): 
1.       Rachel Hardwick 
2.       Christy Joria 
 
We express our sincere appreciation to our fellow congregants for agreeing to be nominated for these 
important positions. Thanks, also, for the excellent work of the 2025 Grace Church Nominating Committee: 

●​ Uchenna Alexander 
●​ Angela Austin 
●​ Linda Baily 
●​ Aileen Moodie 
●​ Paul Purnell 
●​ Nigel Scott 

  
We look forward to your presence and participation at the February 8, 2026 Grace Church Annual Meeting. 
  
Thank you, 
Grace Church Vestry 
  
Please direct questions or comments to Paul Purnell, srwarden@graceepiscopalchurch.org 
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                                       GRACE CHURCH PRAYER LIST 
                                 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
The engagement of Tamara Gordon and Daryl Correa 

​ ​                                                                                                                                                            
                                        RECENTLY ADDED OR IMMEDIATE NEED 
                     Federal Employees & Contractors and those in Federally Funded Employment,  

Those threatened by deportation, Members of the LGBTQ+ community, Eva Bogino 
 

                                                        CONTINUED SUPPORT 
   Roderick Harrison, Louise and Michael Clark, Kennita Collard, Maria Jenkins, Susan Maloney,  

David Max-Johnson, Marc Biagas, Brigitte Johnson, Rebecca Morgan, Sandra Friedman,  
Barry Jackson, Marlene McKetty Ekuban, Asher and the Bravo-Jones family,  

Kala and Thomas Fowler, Helen Spence, Kathleen Corbett,  
Eileen Parker, Traci Thompson 

 
                                                             FRIENDS OF GRACE 

Olivia Engler, Georgean and Don Vorwek, Nicki Williams, Woudnesh Ewhetu, Betsy Burton, 
 Laneisha Williams, Hayden McCain, John Buckley, Eva Leach, Sy Jones, Myrtle Gordon,  

Joel Ifraimoff, Janet Foster Britt, Liz Samworth, Vernon Conton, Kent Stamps, Vonzela Vaughn, 
 Joannie Adair, the Long family, Edmund Kent Friedman, Alice Mayiio, David Zinger, Josh Holtgrewe,  

Christy Beling,  Therese Dabady, Reginald Brown, Innocent d’Almeida, Naabia Ofosu-Amaah,  
David and Helen Gehrenbeck, Dick Haffner, Gretchen Hershberger,  

Reuben Varghese, Kim Sizemore, Fernando Montoya,  
Cynthia Raab Morgenthaler, Deirdre Martel, Ben Hayes, Kermit A. Banks,  

Terry Walsh, John and Fran Juriga, Billy, Linda Stratman 
 
 
 
 

 ​ ​ ​                             PASTORAL CARE 
To share news or request pastoral support, please call the parish office (301-585-3515). After office hours, 
the church voicemail system will prompt you to leave your message for the clergy. To add a name to the 
prayer list, please email communications@graceepiscopalchurch.org.  
 

Throughout the week, the clergy and Grace Church chapter of the Daughters of the King pray for the 
people listed on our prayer list. The Daughters of the King also pray daily for those who submit prayer 
requests. Prayer requests may be dropped in the designated box in the Chapel, or sent via email to our 
private, confidential email address: dok@graceepiscopalchurch.org. 
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                                     SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
 

                                                                           PRESIDER 
                                                            The Rev. Sarah D. Odderstol 
                                                              
                                                                           PREACHER 
                                                            The Rev. Aaron R. Dunn 
 
                                                                    MINISTER OF MUSIC 

Heather Adelsberger, Director of Music Ministries 
The Grace Church Chancel Choir 

Jouelle Roberson, soprano 
 
 

    LECTORS/LEMS 
Susan Schulken 

      Elizabeth Boyd 
     Laura Collard 
     Chris Francica 

USHERS 
Paul Brown 

      Craig Morash 
Kevin VanLowe 

Christopher Forney 

          ACOLYTES 
        Noelle Robles 
        Maddie Elasser 
           Jack Kirby 
        Hannah Albus          
     Wesley Blenkinsop  
       Corrina Forney         

 

     ALTAR GUILD 
    Cheryl Peterson 
       Dawn Patti 
     Stephanie Gray 
    Howard Sprague               

                                                               FLOWER GUILD 
                        Fern Johnson-Clarke, Phyllis MacFarlane, Markie Blake, Jenna Patterson 

 

CLERGY & STAFF 
 

The Rev. Sarah D. Odderstol, Rector ​ ​ pastorsarah@graceepiscopalchurch.org 
The Rev. Yaa Addison, Associate Rector​ ​ yaa@graceepiscopalchurch.org 
The Rev. Aaron R. Dunn, Associate Rector​                                 aaron@graceepiscopalchurch.org 
Heather Adelsberger, Director of Music Ministries​ ​ hadelsberger@graceepiscopalchurch.org  
Jennifer Danish, Head of School, Grace Episcopal Day School​ ​ jdanish@geds.org            
D’Oniece Dillard Parish Admin./Dir. of Communications               communications@graceepiscopalchurch.org 
Justin Harrison, Choral Assistant ​                                                   justin@graceepiscopalchurch.org 

 
 

WARDENS & VESTRY 
 Paul Purnell, Senior Warden​ ​ srwarden@graceepiscopalchurch.org 
 Laura Parks, Junior Warden​ ​ jrwarden@graceepiscopalchurch.org 

 
 

         Class of 2026 
  Uchenna Alexander 

   Emma Bate 
         William Turner 

 

Class of 2027 
Ross Frischmuth  

Lori Perine 
Cheryl Peterson 

    Class of 2028 
    Craig Morash  

    Cherisse Robles 
    James Rogers 
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